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country. If you mean to say, that the mixed and balanced
government of England is good only for holidays and sun-
shine, but that it is inapplicable to a day of distress and diffi-
culty, say so. If you mean that freedom is not as conducive
to order and strength as it is to happiness, say so; and I
will enter the lists with you, and contend, that among all
the other advantages arising from liberty, are the advantages
of order and strength in a supereminent degree, and that
too, in the moment when they are most wanted. Liberty is
order. Liberty is strength. Good God, Sir, am I, on this
day, to be called upon to illustrate the glorious and soothing
doctrine? Look round the world and admire, as you must,
the instructive spectacle! You will see that liberty not
only is power and order, but that it is power and order
predominant and invincible; that it derides all other sources
of strength; that the heart of man has no impulse, and can
have none that dares to stand in competition with it; and
if, as Englishmen, we know how to respect its value, surely
the present is the moment of all others, when we ought to
secure its invigorating alliance. Whether we look at our
relative situation with regard to foreign powers, with regard
to the situation of the sister kingdom, and with regard to
our own internal affairs, there never was a moment when
national strength was so much demanded, and when it was
so incumbent upon us to call forth and embody all the
vigour of the nation, by rousing, animating, and embodying
all the love of liberty that used to characterize the country,
and which, I trust, is not yet totally extinct Is this a
moment to diminish our strength, by indisposing all that
part of the nation whose hearts glow with ardour for their
original rights, but who feel with indignation that they are
trampled upon and overthrown? Is not this a moment
when, in addition to every other emotion, freedom should
be roused as an ally, a supplementary force, and a substitute
for all the other weak and inefficient levies that have been
suggested in its stead ? Have we not been nearly reduced
to a situation, when it was too perilous, perhaps, to take the